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«his 
\Parties NE wI_ Vet 
> med) as U Eg en 
\Fennes in the'\Soake of Par diboroin: which 
contain about cight thouſar# Acres arid afe't6) v=tbove 
three- thouſand ont of therm,apon theſe vSWchum- 
bly conceive : Firſt, that we'defired to SEAT Iheay 
Secondly, that we are fully heard; Thirdly;tha _ 
were hurrfully (@rounded ,endof lierlesr no'va 
farft Nedarijes that we'ever gave our enter ok Contra- 
riwiſe; wealwayesoppeſed ic ic; and if any Periti&rifSwere 
> eſented to tharpurpole, we proteſt again thetw®To the 
cond-, - we attended many monerhs at the Comwmireee, 
butneverhad' one witnefle examined. i To the third; your 
Pericioners can prove , that. our grounds are Hot hiiftfully 
ſarcounded (as15inggeſted) bat generally -worth Tenne, 
I and Twenty Shillings'an arrdd eres _y 
well knowne to aprincipall neere. la &d 
the ſaid Adventurers ; — PEE kundred' ons would 
have ſceured -all- che reſidue» from any. hurefall-ſarround- 
ictg, or ovcr-Howidg +, the onely proudice-wereccive,' be- 
ing by the —_— of ſcowring ſome ancient Draines and 
5Ach by the ſaid Earl in hisM Mannor of T berney,and ſome 
new workes contrary to:Law ercted: at Fhiteleſey, and 
elſewhere , which hurtfully ſurrounds many thouſand 
Acres of rich Mcdows ; yet the ſaid Earle muft have above 
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the benefbc of your former Order ',, T hatno 
this Henenrable Houſe, or any other perſon 
that iran Wrdertaker, Shearer, Pirchaſer, near Als, 
_ Lender of woney,,j ar hall bave (olaterall Secarity won 
the Vadertakers fears of:enr; Land, may bes 
_  $wdger end Parner: avi theſe are imboliteed 
—* 1: Jour Hewrs (althoagh an Alt of Parlie- 
ment be one gearmareatdrdes 
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ily wort ten. tuicive, 
Rnd fochey hang erefte@” Searmrnnt 
found foundation, then for geygreriach es. 
| \ 2, Another he paſſing this AA, is 
thas che Emeof Bedford in che raang [ar bs, 
hed ninety five thoaſand Acres decrerd qp him ont of the 
-:\Paoype: 7 Fhis decree wes procured by bribing the King 
Mc with 23000. Actos of thi fard Level, three thenſand where- 
vas partof the Commonof your Petineners- 
- $Iti mags mn ep rm 
ticipants had maic 1.g00d p cfſe therein» - 
"1 Qrope, Phetiy prog they made , was to divide 
the ſaid ninery five Gnd- pk foo 049 Bank = 
locs and ſhares, is bythe words of the ſai ARepyrar ter 
kt was found by x'Jury at Hantingtes, 14: Cork tharthe 
- wm hh Panicipancs »: had not IE 


4- Whereas it 1 uo oogeſted'ebarby byteaſonof fore 
Mterruprions, cheincendee benefic of che-Commort wealth 
i ey and delayed- *- 

. Except. The they revived were: onely 
theirown fearpes/p1 becauſe their vindertakings were 

nojaftawhick never were be» 


f and their f 

» but deſtrattive torhe Common: wealth, as hath 
mark Fay by chis preſcor Parli»menc. 

' © 5+ Anotherinducement ropaſſe the A, is that thr Fw 

Earle and his Parcicipants are concent to proceedifithe {aid 


worke , adteld ir caredbulibete proper er theokts of a 
Purlizmncac. A 3 Except, 
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e whick | 
"vo 4 T* the caſe of rf Fry 
ftaine' Had, and Mr; Walrond ; and fo might dee tha 
by policy icy, which they could not dec by power 44 
_ "By the AR the > for Water 5 roo Ss 
: eceptacles or arer} E8 
Can of igty 1 Sy 
_ "Exebp#e.- und hothioprerent, may- (ro-Decine th 
Fail of BeafordrLands;” ren,chey ma adjoyt p,-and 
Feaſly 1 hurtfally ſurronnded ) make. all-our 2 
"', for waters”: 2» 
WAV oc yt rhobConmhilGoncrs: ate ſuch, which the 
wil noc arrend , others are: nderta- 
navey pw yas or” creditors diredtly or colatergly.; and the 
Pat Fon. wine (-notbcingnamed ) may bee Commiſſioners 
ora know: ,- and theſe Commiſſioners haveab- 
nd unlimited power by view ,. or ocherwiſc as 0 
alt ſceme meere withour-Juries (thellife of the Law, 
ahd' the peoples juſt freedbme: )- co judge our groands 
Drained, __ put us out of poſſefiion ; / and in eaſe wee bee 
jeved by their judgement, yer wee have ne remedy;but 
by tothemſclves, ;' and thar inthe Teoyple Hall 
in Londox , or whicher they will adjourne whercbythex6s 
ny is worſe then'the difenſce F 
-. $... Our Lands were hecretofory unjuſtly dhavead to che 
fd Earle, by colour of a Commiſſion of Sewers, yet 
on this ground the Undertakers' muſt bave the Cone 
t10N EILEEN woerTeceive beneficor no z+ me pro 
we no liberty b b 5a this a to ſeoke redrefie, till firſt wee be 
pur out of poſicflion, and then the Commiſſioners have on- 
ly power for three yeares to give fatisfation , afterwards 
wo be remedilcfſe, 
Except.. Any five Commiſſioners may put us out of 
poſſeſſion, but wee cannot be reſtored without fix,, by che 
ancient 
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proved}, though'hot'within the preterided Levell , to bee 
tributary tothe Undertakers , EY that no man knowes 
ther his Eſtate be free or no. 

- x37 Exeepd. oe 43. of Zhaabeth\,; commonly called 


tht an Under Improvement ; it is enacted and-piovid 
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er ought to have the £ Mayor part of the 
hepeet FL pu hich the Undertalers® 


well, mal oem. ».and.therefore they, ſuggeſted: to the Parlia-\ 
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hecretofore Preferred Bill for Draynigg the ſayd Levcll ; 
Eds ay Ordered thier all the yoann 


bf rag that fo' they might obj<& what they: 
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The Anſwer tothe Petition with a Re- 
__ = ply therennto, va 


T Hey ſtile it the Petition of the Soak of Peterbo« 


Anſ.1 
rough, conſiſting of 4.7. Pariſhes and Ham- 
| T4 W "F-ke the Soak o Deron cone 
fiſts of ſeven Pariſhes which bath ſeverall Endſbips or Villages, 
and the Toxone of Peterborough bath near as. many people in 1t 
as all the reſt, and the greateſt intreſt in the Common; and. yet the 
Petitioners could pet neither hands to the Petition, nor monie up= 
an the Warrants made by abree Juſtices of Peace at the Seſſions 
for Collett ing 8 zaxe, thy ſet at the Seſſions, for oppoſing an AF 
of this preſent Parliament, They were likewiſe refuſed at Eyc, 
Wainsford; and Thornhaigh,. and-atber places ; and yet "tis 
ſtikdzbe Petition of the Soake of Peterborough. _ .. 

Reply/*Az, was the: foundation , {ſo is the Ikrufture; 
for as theProphert 1ſaiab hath. is im another caſc, They 
bave made. lyes their & 5 and end ſſeboed bave they 
bidtbemſelver. For firſt, this clauſe is nothing but a con» 
gerics orheapotfalchoods,? 2, 

1.. The Soake af, Peterborewgh hath fourtern Pariſhes, 
moſt of which haye twoor threeſome four or tiveTow 
and Villages belonging ro them ; and-ſome one of theſe 
Pariſhes have ncar-as many,peopleas the Town of Peter- 
beraugh-;, and many kngle Townes havemore Land be- 
longing to them, and- to, more 'people that have righe 
of Common, then the Town of iPeterborough, the Com- 
mon belonging to-thrig Land; And thoſe who were -beft 
aftected there, did cicher fabſ{cribe the Petition, or .con- 
tribute tothe, promating it : And fr thoſe that refuſed 
there, and alſo at Thornbaugh,W ainsford, and Eye,the rea. 
ſon is apparant.] he mannon of Peterborough ts lately pur- 
chaſed by ake Lord chiefe. huſtice, St, Febx, and two af 
the other. Towns, ave.the Earl of Beaffords, and great part 
of the third; | yet there they would have ſubſcribed and 
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COntri- 


, (8) 
contributed,but that they werethreatened by the Bayliff 
to the ſaid Earl, that my ſhould be turned out of their 


horſes. 'Andyet allt 
the te wry former Pe 
this undertaking.” | 
2. The Paper it ſelte, they call a Warrant,being here- 
withall printed, will clearely evidence the detrafting 
Spirit ot the Anſwerer, it having neither the face nor re- 
ſembleance of a Warrant. Nor was there any tax ſet by 
the Juſtices at the Seffions, or at any other time. Onely at 
a publike meeting ( long before the Seſſions ) at the de- 
fire of many Gentlemen Free-holders and Commoners ; 
ſome Papers were ſubſcribed and dire&ed to ſeverallper- 
ſons, for a volantary contribution towards pronioting 
their Petition to rhe Parliament (which is all the op- 
poſition they madeto the A ) which Papers were alto 
ſubſcribed as Commoners, but refuſed as Juſtices. 

3.. Although abovetwenty for one of the perſons in- 
terefted in the Common, having either ſubſcribed'or con- 
tributed to the proſteuting the Petition; and moſt of the 
Gentlemen of quality*in the Soake, having attended 
the Parliament at prefenting thereot ; It might very well 
be tiled the Petition of the Soake, yet it was onely inti- 
tuled,7T he Petition of ſuch Inhabitantswhoſe nameswere 
thereunto ſubſcribed, and not (as falſely is alleadged 
The Petition of the Soake. | | 

And becauſe the undertakers great - pretence is, that 
they had a Petition from the Soak for Drayning ; It will 
be materiall to exprefſe the names of ſome of the princi- 
| pay Gentlement of qualicy, that either prefented, fub- 
1cribed, or contributed towards the promoting the faid 
Petition againſt this nndertaking, { viz) The Lord Fitz- 
Wilkam, {Tumphrey Orme Senior Eſq; The Heirs of Sir 
Thomas Brown, Thimas Dove Eſq; Francis Duarles Senior 
Etqz ©Fohn Cleypoole Senior Eſq; Edward Palmer Eſquire, 

Willkam St; dolfe Eſq; Joi n Teigh Efq: Hum; h ey Orme Jun. 
E1q; Chriſtopher Thurſby Eſq; Francis @xarler Jun. Eſquire, 
F«knCleypoole Jun, Eſq; William Leafeild Eſq; Matther 


ob inte 


— owns alſo did contribute to 
tion to this Parliament againft 
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Robinſon Eſq; Jobn Flagcher 3 Fobn Wilſty Efquiregwith 
all the reſt of the Gentlemen Free-holders' and Cornitno« 
ners in the Soakey{Fxcept ſome few in'theTowns above 
mentioned- and tor the reaſons aforeſaid) And which 
ofcheledefervesthe Title of the Petition of the Coun- 
try?is left ro any indifferent Reader( eſpecially them that 
knowthat Country ) to judge,there not being two Gen- 
tlemen ot like qualitie, to ary of theſe, that appeare for: 
the Drayning. THLEE vi 13581, ©. 

" Anf62. For the manner of procuring it, Firſt, The Pe- 
tition'was ſet on foot by Sir-John Maynard; who ſent int» the: 
Country” for Ea up the people againſt the AF. The two 
Quarles's, Juſtices of the Peace, ( who were proteBed all the 
War by tbe Govenours of Beaver and Newark ;- and in recom- 
pence thereof, they proteFFed-my Lord Lexingtons Eftate in the 
P arliaments quarters )being firſt engaged they drew in Leafeild 
and My. Cleypoole, two other Juſtices of Peace, Theſe Fu- 


ſtices making uſe of their Amthority, | as Fuſtices, procure ſome- 


others by trariſaGing it atithe $ eſſuons, and other publique pla= 
ces, as at a bundred Court Leet for the whole Sake ; where both 
the Quarles*s ( George Quarles being Steward there Y-inci- 
ted and flirred up the people to an oppoſition. And ſo at a Horſe 
race, 'where my Lord of Exeter was ſolicited to engage againſt 
it, but refuſed. : And yet the better to countenance it in all their 
meetings, nſed bis name; The Petition being b oughtup, Sir 
John Maynards advice is taheri in it, and the whole manage- 
ment of this affaire is governed by his advice, who in the'Kings 
time was the greateſt promoter of Drayning that could be for the 
King. | 
K; ly, Themſelves being;guilty of procuring indire& 
Petitions, they would faine tx it alſo- upon others, and 
blaſt them in'their reputation,” as Sir Fobn'Maynard, the 
®warler's,Mr. Cleypoole, and Mr, Leafeild. 

Bur'1. whereas 'tis tuggeſted,that Sir Fobn ſaynard ſet 
the Petition on foot, *tis well known:thatthis underta- 
king was oppoſed,'8& a pol ion formerly preſented from 
the Soakeagainft it, before Sir Fobn Maynard was known 
by any of themzto be any whit-concerned. And that. Siv 
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Maxarrd (cnt into that Countsy to ftifreapilte peo 
ongaioR ahe AQ, hath as litgle ruth init, - ag: all their 
tarmer Allegations, and that in particulargthat Six Fobn 
Hamer prometedihe undertaking in theKings time, 
Far'siy nororioully known, bat Sir Fobn. Mawierd: pre 
ferred as, New-market | a Remonſtrance;.in behalfeof che 
Country againſt the Earl of, Bedfards undertakings, and. 
another at, Hyntington againſt the Kingy. ns beer 
2. That the ©arler's were firſt engaged, -anddrey in 


Mr, Oleypooke | | -Mr, Leafes) 4-5: 484 MeEere ſuggeſtion 
and ground allegation,: Fortis well known in. the 


Country, that the Qwarlesr's arenv further concerned: 
then az3to the Commog, equally toll the reſt ; Whereas 
Mr. GCleypovle, and Mg. Lrafeild( incaſe the worke, pro-- 
c&ed;) .are [n danger to be | {urrounded in'theig houſes 
fields, and ſevcrall Grounds: -; ++ + | 
_ And whereas'tis falſely and ſcandelouſly allcadged, 
that the Qezrler's were protetedall.the War by the Go- 
YEROWrs Of Beaver and Newark, and that in recompence 
therept, they protected my-Lord Lexingtons Eſtate: in. the 
Parliaments Quarters: They could withthe Allegation, 
kad.becn true, as to the prateftion of themielves, For, 
although che Parliament have declared it no crime.tobe 
proved, or to pay contribution being under the power. 
of the Enemy (as they were ;).' yet. the Qrarles's were {a, 
far trom being protected, that far their adheringto the 
Parliament, . both their perſons. and:goods haycbeenc. 
ſeized. They bave refuſed contribution when, zaxed by. 
the Enemy, and upon all approaches of the Kings parry; 
they were taine to flye fof'.ſanRuary. £o, the: Paliaments 
Garriſons, - or otherwhere, to obſcure and/bidetheur+ 
{elvesas ſome af the-Adventarers themſelves. know. ::. i.f 
And tor proteftingthe Lord. Lexingtons Bftate in.the 
Parliaments Quarters, 'tis a meere calumnie ang, de- 
traction of the Anſwerer ; but becauſe heave his party: 
bave been often biting at the ſane one, It, will be necet-/ 
fary -to: make cleave what+: (/ is, preſumed.) . they 
aimed at. The Daughters of the Lady Lexington, Heires 


to 


(&13) 
_ a man pee Infants axd Warts, hadan Etats, 
+ vqcnta ane, Fart dapmuies gray '©was Tenant. Ahd 
| the Eſtate of cthe bord 


| Lanlations » nn bens alin gh Keappeanad revarzrny 
{ tor which a Rent was paid; -FO, yy 04 


ueſtred; and upon he ſame ground; when "nd other 
tin Londen: $0ahe ſaid infants, . was ſe- 
axdoalas pes 2 7 tity; it ua 6 erage dif- 
reed byithe. Parliament. - 1; © 
-3+, Thax the people were flirred t9.0 oficib Do. Cackes. 
wite then by. Petition, which. the Parliament. have de+ 
claied ts be the right of the! people ) is - a manifeſt un- 
txuth,,, But /tis:ac kad oe 6 - wh the bufineſſe: was 


. Franjafiedat, the.houndred. Court, ; it being) the: proper 


place forthat purpole, for 'tis the chick bulmeſſeof 
Court;to order and regalate what concerns the = Fens, 
There all Officers for the Fen are elefed,. There all pre- 
ſencmcntsage.made for Draynes and; Banks, and. what 
ever hath referrenceto.the;Fen3., and-for that:reafon fe- 
verall Juſtices of Peacejand the beſt Free-heldeys:of the 
Soake, have alwaics ComMnLen and wor hoe at that 
Court. :: » 
Þ. Howfar uhe Earl of Exeter aflſemieo or dicagreed,. will 
appeare in 1ts proper time, But the ſaid ,Eark/beingar 
London, angd.aquictandpeaccable diſcharge by the Cam- 
moners, being repreſcnzed unto him bythe undertakers, 
under the notion of an-<xorbirant. riot ;.; yay,. no lefſe 
then treaſon, neither the ſaid Earl, pgs a4 man. 
bad xeafon 29 avoW.ite i. £2 903 03 1; Ti 

- ind, 11: Forebe matter, of che Petiviets. - wag to tir! ©; 

.3+ They awentien the graands upon whichabn Parlia- 

ment: paſiche Aft (not one whertot ave mentioned in the 
AR) ahtd conclude them to be-all-falle. !_ 11 |, 

4a They ſaie they neveridefired to be Drained by the undetta- 
hives nor gave any conſent thereta hut. appoſed. it 

2. They were nat fully beard; tartheir witneſſes ena, 
= Thak, their. gromuds gre net Puts fly Surrounded, their 
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Lntid being generatly worth, 10/'s. 12.9; and, v; per Aa: 
\olt "the hw tes recerve by the water, is for warit of ſcouring 
drayner\in Thormey, and from « ney worke made at Whitleſea, 
from this and two opinions, oneg'1 Jace that 4 ander- 
Fakimg drayning\a minopoly; and the Declaration of Decemb:; 
16414 that boy it an oppreſſion and projett, they mh hoe: may 
not be concluded in the AG. , © 

: Reply. That nor-one of the! frounds of the Petition, 
are mentioned inclic At is dclearly-otherwiſe ; It is in the 

very trontiſpiece of the At, ant the foundation upon 
Fr theſtruQure is ercfied, (9% Y That' the ſud tevel 

eaſon of frequent overfls i of {mall and uncertaine pro= 

Fw ich words do neceffarily umply a hurttuF ſueround- 
ing ::.For theother grounds, the Petitioners are not 
fitive jn:therts, but with ſubmithony - and that they had 
good: reaſon to conceive that the AX was ' Dalied 
thoſe grounds and informations will bark oy ah 
that the adventurers and their Agents, did Eibdieadly 
heretofore afhrine (what tliey have alſo now imprinted) 
thar:the wee 1:7 did conſent; 'atid that they were ful- 
ly heard;-/-'2.. For: that the Parliament upon the Ordi- 
nance, did-give order -thatall the Counties intereffed 
ſhould have notice and be heard, whereupon. no donbe 


| they did conceive pos the pating of the &; char they 


wereall tally heard. 

t Aol !'To anſwer up ablentors of thie! Fegthols; I wits 
weceſſarie 20'.ſer drone the tate of Dvuyning; | ard the proceeds 
ings #bereupon, which will ſufficiently evidence the Foe i 
boldneſſe, and unrea onablen-{ſe of ibis Petition. © 

Reply, The Anſwer to the particalarofthis Petition is 
ſo full of prevarications' -Inequivoeati6n, 'that chediſ. 
covery' thereof; will fuffielently evidence the 'falfenefſe 
and boldneſſe of the ſaid Anfver, and unree{oriablenels 
of the ſaid undertaking. © 7 *+ 

, Anf.: At: a Commiſfun of Servers beld 6 Chr: at Uri every 
Coun in the Level, Pathtiondd Francis late Earl of Bedford, 
20 undartaks the work of drayning,and offered bim 95000 Acres 
* bu reconepencez _ and tv Comes fron of Sewers which were 


4+7 


- 


A | 
7 in wmber (all We” ADeade in thr fit, in bebalf 
of themſelve} and the Country, requeſted thereunto by the Grand- 
uries 3. up92 this and many former Petitions made unto bin for 
that purpoſes then made a centre, and mt one mat oppoſe it; 
Reply. 1.Here the an{werer already begins to prevaricate, 
and cals the Petition ofa part (and thar Inconfiderabley 
the Petition of the County. © For in the Soake of Peter= 
borough. (and ſo?tis preſumed it was done in other Coun- 
ties) the adventurers by their Agents, got” a Petition of 
their own contriving, ſubfcribed by fome of the Earl of 
Bedfords. tenants, and ſome few other perſons intereſſed 


with them : Whereas twenty times as many, 4nd divers \ 


of them having ten times as much intereſt as any of the 
fubſcribers, never conſented but alwaies oppoſed it; and 
yet this is ſtiled by them, the Petition of the County... © 
2, For the Commilſion of Sewers held* at Ezn. *tis 
notoriouſly known. at whoſe inſtance it was ſued ont ; 
and how the Commillioners 'afted; Many of them being 
Judges.and parties drive on the defigne of undertaking, 
and*when any wonld not SY , the Commiſhorns 
- were preſently retewed, andſach Ieft out; As theLord 
No-th, Sir Roger North, Sir Dudly North, andothers: And 
in caſe the Grand-Juries had delired:any undertaking, 
it little or n@whit concerned them, being otubliny. 
ers, cfpecially in the County of Northampron, there being 
But one hundred(which is the Soak Jin that County con« 
cerned, which Soak hath alſo particular juriſdif&ion, and 
Grand- ſurics of their own,. who proteſt againſt any ſuch 

Tequelt. | 
4 They fay the Earl made a contra, bntalleadge 
'not with whom ; Tis clear that it was not with the ma- 
Jor part of the Commoners and owners (as it ought) ac-- 
coraing to the Statnte of 43 of Fliz. chap. 11. But per- 
haps the Commitlſioners might make a contra with 
themſelves, and ſome others 3 fora'pretence, under co- 
"Jour ofa tax impoſed, and not paidaccordingly. And 
.how legall ſuch impotition and contratt was, the Peti- 
tionersdefire onely that they may be at liberty to deter- 
mine by the Law,But the adyenturers know well _— 
& the 
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theillegallity'of thoſe proceedings. And therefore have 
| ; T felyes.wi an Aﬀto Parliament ; and. yer 
hoſe proceedingsallo areche grounds of theie A& | 
al, The SC (ST TN pines 220000. 

ought it 10 great perfe 


Snit, and braught it erfettion within fix years, and 
then waz outed by the late King, who tooke rot onely the 95 000; 
Acres but 577900 more. | 7 

et. Themorke werknadttes (ak plekekion;on- 
ly that according to the words of the At, They divided 
the lauds among ft themſelves by lots and ſhares& tor ſecuring 
their own. part (which was all the beſt ground in Peter- 
borough Fen :.) they made all rhe remainder there, in a 
worſe condition then before their undertaking, and by 
a Jury.at Huntington, it. was found that the Earl had not 
meligrated che {aid levell,;and therefore was juſtly outed': 
And what proportion ſoever was allotted to the King at 
Hantzngton, it never wastaken by him, as was unjuſtly 
dope by phe ſaid Earl and big participants, who aſſigned 
to,the King ( by calour of their Lin. Law) what was 
taken by him,ont. of Byrrough Common. . Gl 
-  Anf. About Decemb,164 1,2 Ball was browght in for confir- 
1.49291 of Lin, Law, and war comminted, bat by the death of the 
Earl of Bedford, aud the War comming on, the proſecutian 
there was laied dowpne, but afterwards revived againe by ſee 
werall Petitions, 4mongſtwhich was one from divers Inbabit aus 
of the Soake of Peterborough, whereupon an Ordinance was 
bramght in and committed. < 
Rel, A Bill was brought-in, but ſo unreaſonable, 
that it was oppoſed. by all the ſeycrall Counties,and par- 
ticularly by the Cake of Peterborogggh ;, and thereupon 
*is moſt propabiclraetarllameny at that time narieg [G= 
monſtrated againſt undertaking without conſent of par- 
ries intereſſcd)the proſecution of it was laid down. What 
Petitions were preſented for the reyiving of it out of the 
Country, were doubtleſle procured by the ſame Art, and 
indiceftly,as was one from.an.inconfiderable party of the 
Soak of Peterberoxgh ; For theundertakers having ere&ed 
aSluce and ſgme new works near Vhittleſea, which -— 
| Y 


x I 
fully ſurrounded all the > 0 bcing many thou- 
ſand Acres from Peterborowgh to Wansferd and upwards.” 
The Agents tor the adventurers contrived a Petition un- 
der coluur of pulling downe the Sluce, and cunningly' 
inſerted ſome thing that tended to Drayning : Where-' 
upon the Tenants to the ſaid Earl and ſome others that” 
delired to be rid of their grievance (the Sluce) ſubſcri- 
bed the Petition, but are ready to avow that their intent 
was onely to pull up that Sluce and not to drayne; and 
the Agent who procured hands to the ſaid Petition, hath 
lately acknowledged, that he was faine to butter it oyer 
with the Sluce, and how mean a party the ſubſcribers 
were, will appear by the oppoſers as formerly is decla« 
red, | 
- Anſ. The Committee ( where none were ts have voice that had 
any intereſt in the undertaking, but yet all owners in the Conna 
fry were) before they proceeded, ſent Letters 7 the Chair-man 
to the ſeverall Sheriffs of the Counties of Nortolke, ec. to give 
notice to the Inhabitants, that an Ordinance was referred ts the 
Committee for drayning the Fens ; and that ſuch as deſired to be 
beard, ſhould attend 1he Committee : and in theſe letters, copies 
of the Ordinance were incloſed, and accordingly notice was 
ivens | 
. Reply.” Tis true,the Parliament (who intinded the bu- 
fineſſe ſhould be carricd impartially) did order that no 
undertaker ſhould be of the Committee: but notwith= 
ſtanding many undertakers, ſharers, and-parties inte- 
reſted with them did fit, and vote, and adjurne, and 
manage all the buſineſſe on the behalt of the undertakers, 
and-ſome of them were then challenged in that reſpeC& 
by the Countries. ptr 
Anfſ.Thereupon manyof the, Country came in and objeFed not 
ſo-much to the drayning, as to the miſcarriage of it in former 
rimes: And in particular, ſome of the Inhabitants of the Soak of 
. Peterborough,for whom one of the great promoters of this Peti« 
tion, George Quarles was of Councell, who with divers other 
.Councell were beard all they cou!tl ſay, and ſo was Sir John 
Maynardhimſelf, and witneſſes examined on all partigand pr= 
Re C © sicularly 


| hs ic | | 
ticularly ſome of the ans } ibe Soake of Peterborough, 
by whom it was proved, that Burrow Common, mentioned in 
the Petttion,where my Lird of Bedford firft began his draining, 
war not Forth ſix peice the Aere, but by bis drayning made 


' worth ten ſhillings + atid many amendments were made in the-. 


Ordinance at their deſire, and the ſeverall clauſe! now in the 
Att, for the benefit of the Conntry, were brought in by the 
Gomncell of the Country, and aſſented Hato. 

Reply. The Gowntcles did come inand both by -Peri- 
tions and their Councell did appoſethis undertaking z 
and (as their ſcverall conditions were.) ſome objefted 
to the drayning it ſelf, others to the miſcarriage, not 


. onely in former times, butby the preſent undertakers ;,. 


And'tis utcerly denicd that the Inhabitants of the Soake, 
by themſelves or Councell did defire being in, or affent 
unto any amendments in the Ordinance, orclauſes now 
in the At: And that witneſſes were examined. on all 


_ parts is a grand untrath. The undertakers examined 


to the full on their parts, but. not above three or four 


(and thoſe. onely on the part of the Iſle of Elxy) wereex- 


amined on behalfe of all the fix Connties, ' that ſome In«- 
habitants of the Soake Were examined, or-any atall in 
behalf of the Soake is otherwiſe; There was onely one 
which was a Tenant tothe Earl of Bedford, and.be was 
not- examined for, but againſt rhe Soake ; and yer he. 
was more ingenuons then the anſiverer; to affirme. ſo 
groſſe an untruth, as that Bruyrryw Common was not 
worth 11x pence the Acre before- the undertaking, forhe 
well knew the contrary :. all that he affirmed was, - that 
he conceived Burrow Fei improved by the Earls underta» 
ing, or words to that effe&; . And yer that will clearly 
appear otherwife if rightly underſtood. 
is true, that part the underrakers tooke for them» 
ſelves, they inibanked- and kept our the water, and ſo 
improved, but left all the Common a recepticle and bed 
rthe water, and ſo made that worſe then heretofore. 
_ Anf, Fefore the Committee theſe things were in queſtion a- 
mongit others. 1, What title the Earl of Bedford has to this 


worke, 
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worke. 2. Whether the ALL burtfully ſurronnded, ' 3. | 


Whether the worke was ſeaſible. 4, Whether it were beneficial x, 
and witneſſes examined to all theſe points, That there were neare. 
fiſty beatings in the ſpace of almoſt three years, and all ſides, 
heard, +. (which appears at large in the Chairermans book). 
and upon the report thereof the Att paſted. 

Reply. That the Earls title was queſtioned is true z the 
Countries all oppoſed it, and were and arc ready,totry 
the validity of it with him at Law (in caſe may be. 
permitted ; ) but theundertakers well knew the weak=. 
neſſe thereof, and therefore. waved that point, and fell 
uponthe others which were collaterall, and beſt mada 


way tor their Att: And for the benefit of the worke, 


their proots went __ pH men, who had im- 
banked and plowed; but this bencfit cannot redound:ith 
the Petitioners (being Commoners.:) They cannar 
plow nor ſow, but muſt onely cat their Commons with 
their Cattle : That witneſſes were examined to all theſes 
points on the parts of the undereakers may be true ; bus 
that all ſides wereheard, (otherwiſe then aforeſaid) is 
utterly falſe, neither can any ſuch thing (ifcruly taken) 
appear in the Chaire-mans book. 2 if 
Anſ. The A& being paſts the Earl and bis participents the 
laſt Summer and this, have raiſed and expended 5 0000.1; mbics 
with'the 120000. 1. principal, and imereſt formerly expended 
thereupon makes near 300000. _ 035309644 14.34 
Reply. What monies the Earl and his participantsexs 
pended was in their own wrong: nor is it any great dif- 
ficultyto raiſe and expend great ſummes of money;when 
the eſtates of the Petitioners and other Countries muſt 
firftſold for theraifing it. (by 
Anſ, This being the true ſtate of the buſineſſe as it appearcd 
before the Committee, the contrary to what the Petitioners af+ 
firme appears to be true; as that, 1. They were fully beard, and 
witneſſes examined. 2. That they were burtfully ſurrounded. 
- Reply. The bulinefie is generally miftated by the An» 
ſwerer : that onely being alledged which tends to his 


own purpoſe; but it conliſting moſt in matter of ta&, 
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® - thePetitionersdefire onely ha liberty, and-they doubr- 
not! clearly to prove what 'they alleadge, and to make 
appear the contrary what the undertakers aftirme to'be 
trac; \asthat, 7. They: were not fully (heard, -they ne- 
ver having one witnefle examined. 2. They never. con- 
| \ , ſentedbutalwaics oppoſed the ſaid undertaking. 3.Thar 
| they arenot hartfally ſurrounded, 
W. * \ Anſ, The Petitioners equivocate with the Parliament, and 
fay Bacrow Common is not hurtfully ſurrounded, that 3s 
true ; for the workes madetby the undertakers draine them, ond 
#ill that was done they never ſtirred, but before the undertaking 
it was a Quagmire, wſefull for nothing but fiſhing and fowling, 
 #+ appears by the Statutes of 32 H. 8. 13.8% 43 Eliz.11, 
-{-Reply. In caſe any workes had been made by the un- 
dertakers which drayne Bzrrow Common, it is no more 
then:the Earl of Bedford of right ought to do, his Mannor 
of Thorzey.lying next adjoyning, and the negleft of his 
drain being the greateſt prejudice to Burrow Fen : But (in 
caſe the undertakers durſt abide a legall triall ) it would 
eailily be made appear,” that Burrow Fen was in'as good a 
condition: before the undestaking as ſince. ( for oughe 
that's done by the undertakers: ) But the Petitioners 
themſclyes of late years have by voluntary contributi- 
ons, and: by letting out part of their Common, raiſed 
ſeveratl ſammes oft money, and have thereby repaired 
their bankes, and ſcoured their draines, to the good 
&mprovement of their faid Common. 
-' And torthoſe two Statutes, rhey make little for their 
advantage, if rightly taken; Tis well known that Sta- 
rates jooks to.the generallity ; and the Levell (as tis cal- 
led) conſiſts of near 400000 Acres, whereof Peterborough 
Fen is an inconhliderable part, and as one of thoſe Sta- 
tutestearmes it, and the Anſwer it ſelf, But a borderer. 
And in caſe Burrow Fen was within the meaning of thoſe 
Statutes, yet howabſurd a conclalion doth the Anſwer. 
er draw from thence (viz.) Burrow Common was hurt- 
'L fully ſurrounded, 32 H,$, and therefore it is ſo now, 
It might bethen drowned, and now good ground, as re- 
ally ir is. Anſ, 
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Anſ, That the: dratming wo many thouſand: Acres of 
rich meatewves 34 untrue; It mull in reaſon eaſe the meadowes 
becauſe the out«fell. is: deeper, and the flooar go ta the Sea by 4 
nearer. cut, and if any danags. bath theene of late done $9.tbe 
meadowes by floods, it is by a banke made at Orton, | a. mile 
abmve Pexerborough, whereby the meadower ahove that banks 
are worſe, but thoſe belory are bettered. wiv © 

Reph.To evince the falſhood of this particular, experi- 
ence 1s the ſtrongeſt and ſureſt evidence ; and they below 
that damme at on find by ſad. experience, that they 
are much drowned as thoſe above, -and that by theun= 
dertakers workes. | 

Anſ. The wndertakers worker are ſo far from drowning any 
other grounds that they ſecure all Holland and Marſhland,ond 
takes from them the charge and danger, ſo that nothing but ma” 
lice could abje& that the undertakers drowned their grounils t0 
draine theſe. F 
Reply. Had the Anſwerer but meere naturall Logick, 
he could never have drawne this concluſion from fach 
premiſes, ( viz-) That the 'Undertakers ſecure Zolland, 
therefore they drowne no other ground, they” may ſe- 
- cure one place, and yet drowne another as they doe. 
And that their works doe ſo and will doe more, © is de- 
monſtrable in reaſon ; for although there were a riearer 
cut and greater outfall then before, yet the water which 
in floods.uſeth to —_— many miles, alb over Whittle- 
fea and Thorney Lord{hips, eavervto the Coafts of Halland, 
being to be nd within banks; muſt needs riſe 
much higher, and continue longer, which hath evidently 
appeared thele late yeares, fince the unbanking onely on 
the South fide the River Neve; how much morewill it be 
when *tis unbanked on the North fide alſo. 
Anf. For the Fudgement in Parliament, x Jacob. There is 
no ſuch thing. ' 
Reply. *Tis well knowne that Sir Ailes $ and; a great 
adverturer at thjs time, did in 1 Faceb. promote this bu 
fineſſe of Drayning, which being then well underſtood, 


and oppoled by Sir Edward Cooke, King Fames alſo made 
C3 
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Anſ, For that Remonſtrance in Decemb.1641\4t appears to 
be nent of improvement, made by the King as Lord of divers 
Mfarinonurs upon greatwaſts. And hat this worke of Drayniny 
wat tot intewded in this Decla ation 1s cleare, becauſe 'at that 
ime the Exrl; of Bebtords Drayning wat countenanced by the 
Parliament, and a Bill committed for eftabliſhing it. 
- Replie- Sure che Anſwerer cannor- be 1o' ignorant, as 
he'ſremes'to be; tor that this Drayning was intended by 
the Parliament, is evideht by the words of cheir Remon- 
ftrarice (viz) Large qummiities of Commons, "and ſeveralls 
have been taken awaie from the ſubjelt, by abuſe of the Com- 
ni fions of Sewers, without their eonfents and againſt it. And 
tilt che Anſwerer canproduce fome preſidents of Com- 
mMions-of 'Sewets iſſued out -for: apart bremgre ; 
"tis hoped he will give others Jeave-to think that: this 
 Drayning was intended in the ſaid Remonſtrance. Be. 
fides, that very clauſe was inſerted tin the ſaid Remon- 

| ſtranaegupon the Petition of Lincolre hire Gentlemen, a 

il | gainitthe Farl of Lindf&er undertaking, which ſtood ups 

on the-ſame bottome with-this of the Earl of Bedfords. 

And, 'They ſaie, It's a monopilie againſt Magna Charts, 

. andthe Petition 'of Right. Whereas Parliaments bave al» 
waies been of anotber minde, as appeares by the Statute, 23, of 
Eliz- 143 The-Stat., of ſac. Chap.'$. Which encourge Dr ayning, 

and give the-widertakers balfe, and more. And the Earl of Bed- | 

I ford hath but the foxerth part. And ſo 4, Jac, 13. &c. 4.3. Eliz, 

| | 11. are excellent: Statutes for encouragement of undertaking 

'J drowned Growna.s. | 

'6 Reply. Here the Anfwerer ſtil] proſecutes his trade of 
C | Tuggling, and { to-delude the peaple, and afperſe the Pe- 

\S titioners ) contounds legall and illegall Drayning, and 
afirmes{( though falicly ) that the Petitioners call all 
Drayning a Monopily, and projet, which is otherwiſe; 
For the Paitioners oncly( according to the Declarati- 

on of Parliament ) terme that a monopilie, which is 
abuſe ofthe Commillions of Sewers, and againſt conſent 
of parcies interelſed, as this undertaking was. And _ 

theſe 


WO; A. 

_ - | ſpeeth againſt it, and {o it was rejetted. 
| 

| 
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theſe Underrakers proceeded, 2 the Undertakers by the. 


three firſt mentioned Statutes ( which was according to 
to the Statue 43. Eliz. )by contra with the parties-in- 
rereſſed, the not been oppoſed by the Pertioners, 
And whereas 'ris affirmed that the Earl had but afourth 
part, There was taken. from' the Petitioners by ccoloux 
of the Commiſhon, of Sewers, -above a third part, an 
that of the beſt Ground in their Common. And by the 
At the Undectakers are to have the ſame proportion 
againce - | HOI 1 893 03 TIO33TOG7O 

SAR The Scope of all it, that the Parliament ſhould main- 
taime their owne Ati. That the Petition may be caſt - ieb' of the 
Howſe, andthe promoters left to the Law, for the reaſons, 'befors 
infiſted wpon ; And farther, for that the Petitioiers ſtir d wes 
1H a yeare after the Af paſſed, and thoſe worker tone in part}. 


culer which ſhould ſecurethem. . 


—_ - 


2. It would bemiſchievons to the Commonwealth, to grve - 


any countenance to this Petition ; for by the (ame 'reaſon the Ab 


tioned againſt. And "tis not doubied but thzt Sir Joh 
nard waits for ſome colour of 2 gromd,to fet bn foot ſome. pr 
againſt thoſe Lawes. 


for the Engagement, taking away Kingfitip &c, may bl : 
v. 
protfife 


3. For that the Petition complaines of nothing, bat what the ; 


Att bath made full proviſon in. And in ul! caſes of di 


, 


"i 
the Commiſſioners are #0 judge. And the Perirrqners baye not fo 
rower!,” bar eanctude 


much «as made any atdreſſe to the Comm 
them all parties imtereted, and ſo appeale from them. 


Replie, That the Pettrioners never ftirced cilk a yeare | 


after the AR, is clearely otherwile. 


I. The Petitioners did oppoſe this undertaking, and : 


brought in their Exceptions againſt the Bill exhibited by 
the ſaid Earl 1641. Alſo they oppoſed the Ordinance 
brought in for paſling this Aft Fas,ghe Anſwerer himſelf 


confeſſeth ) three yearesbefore the Ad paſſed. But. the - 
Anſwerer hath ſo uſed himſclfe to falfifie; that he will- 


contradit what hiniſelte before affirmed, if it make for 
his advantage, 


2+. It would be very miſchieyous. to. the Common- 
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Prins: ,and-theie Duties to-receive ſuch Perigigns, And 
ng boldn elle in'theAn(werery.. toi terme that a 

declared t0. be the 
Buythey whodor.cheir. own. intereſt; (in 


py zation to the Parliament ) did endeavour with, tire, 
&rordtoefablith 56 0: ge Pak rariniecan for 
| theingwn adyantagewhec lay.thatimputas. 


hamwent, (asSi Fon 4 4 ochers b ell- 
leomeabaem AianRuy opedind cormahmnrſ 
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h Eekcanees And to:whar. end. 

f Se emſtlves to: the Come. 
[LONers, **1 +rlicy have no power to glve redrelle, 
| d chat {omeofthe Commillioners are parties intere(- 
"tb: Undertakerschemſelyes well know, and: have 
ACE + But _— the Petitioners doe cqn=, 
tone of aphand, Werers falſe recis. 
8ON bn A that no parrics Ins. 
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